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1. PARTICIPATION

Footwear must be worn at all times – NO EXEPTIONS.

An angler may withdraw 48 hours before or during a competition due to physical or health circumstances and especially if he/she shows symptoms of disease. The PROAC app does not allow withdrawals after the event entries have closed.

An angler may, for personal reasons or illness, leave the angling area before the end of the competition.

2. CONTROL
Hosts will be in control of events and must help at big events.

Disputes in competitions must be resolved by the Host, and if disagreement persists, fish must be weighed and appealed to PROAC's management committee.

The responsibilities of the hosts will extend from the booking of a venue to the planning of an event, executing all the organizer’s responsibilities up until the event is finalized when the points table is updated, and all money is paid over.

3. ORGANIZATION

Hosts must be registered as a Host with PROAC.

Hosts will be responsible for the following:
· Reserve angling venue.
· Loading of planned events on the app.
· Hosts must ensure that a scale, trapezium, ruler to measure fish lengths, clearly marked pegs and relevant PROAC documentation are available for events. In addition, Hosts are required to obtain a lightning detector to ensure the safety of Anglers.
· The Host is responsible for preparation and pegging of angling venue.
· The Host must manage entries prior to peg draw.
· The Host is expected to manage all aspects of the event including (but not limited to) announcements, blowing hooters, lightning detection and weigh in.
· After the weigh in, the Host must complete the hardcopy of the scorecard, calculate the winners, calculate the prize money and EFT into winners’ bank accounts no later than three (3) days after event. 
· Hosts will be responsible for advertising of the PROAC - and more specifically the planned events to be Hosted by the host as well as posting the results and photos on Facebook and other social media. 
· Hosts are expected to ensure that the venue is left clean after the event.
· Hosts are required to act in good faith in all matters related to the PROAC.

PROAC competitions are open to anyone.

PROAC management may refuse an angler's participation in a competition if they have previously been suspended or have committed misconduct on previous occasions.

PROAC management must be notified of planned competitions at least 5 days in advance, including location.

The final PROAC of the year, which can be hosted by a host, will be held two weekends prior to the Final.

The PROAC management must be notified of a competition cancellation by Wednesday 12:00, with valid reasons provided.

PROAC has the authority to suspend any angler or host who commits misconduct or dishonest behaviour.

A PROAC Competition is valid when there are at least 7 anglers present.

4. DURATION OF COMPETITIONS
During PROAC competitions, the angling period will always strive to be eight hours, from 07h00 to 15h00, or on the discretion of the host, with regards to the season. 

The lightning rule will be enforced on discretion of the host.

5. FISHING EQUIPMENT
Anglers may only use two rods at a time to fish with.

Additional rods are permitted, but they must be placed horizontally behind the angler on a rod peg.

During competitions, no electrical or mechanical equipment, electronic and acoustic bite signalling units, remote controlled and echo scanner devices are allowed for bait casting, indicating bites, or striking fish.

No alarms may be used.
Lines of any thickness may be used during competitions – subject to venue restrictions

No braid and nanofil may be used. This means not as the main line, leader, hook lines or shaft of a trace.

Competitions prohibit the use of artificial bait, including polystyrene, rubber, or sponge, and only allow organically digestible food as bait.

Beads are only permitted on the shaft line of a trace to protect knots, and not on the hook line, which is the line between the swivel and hook.

Weights must be permanently tied to a trace line, and no drop off weights or soluble line can be used to cast any weight into the water.  Link weights are permitted.

Anglers breaking rules for bank angling will receive a warning and disqualification if repeated. 

Equipment for other facets, such as rockets, cages, and "ketties," is not allowed. Method feeders are allowed, but cages are not allowed. Hair rigs are not allowed, and feeder cages, PVA bags, or spombs are not allowed. Restrictions on line thickness must be followed at venues.

6. HANDLING OF FISHING EQUIPMENT

An angler's angling area is rectangular and extends 90 degrees with the water line. The casting action is completed when the bait hits the water, and the angler must stay behind their peg. They can cast bait from any position behind the casting border or within their angling area. After a competition, the angler is responsible for cleaning up the area. Competitors can enter the water for fish landing or angling-related tasks but must stay on their feet and not enter deeper than their armpits or hips. No other equipment is allowed for fish landing. 

7. FISH CONSERVATION
Fish must be kept alive in keep nets designed for protection, allowing free movement and water flow. No other system is allowed. If the net doesn't comply, the fish won't be weighed. During competitions, keep nets should be placed on a stand or peg, deep in the water, or submerged. They should be visible to hosts and other anglers.

Keep nets must always be placed on the left side of the peg.

Keep nets should be equipped with a water-resistant nametag that is permanently attached to the net.

Anglers must tie two keep nets together at weigh-in if the second net lacks a nametag, otherwise, it will not be weighed and not considered for competition.

An angler's nametag should include their initials and surname.

ALL fish must be landed in the water at all times. A fish is regarded as landed when it is in the landing net or under control of the angler. An angler may lift a fish out of the water and place it in his keep net. A fish landed with a landing net may be brought to the bank and placed on an unhooking mat/trapezium or similar canvas to remove a hook for instance. Any fish brought to the bank and land on the ground will not be weighed and must be released immediately. If a fish falls out of an angler’s hands into the water and he can catch it again by hand, the fish can be placed in the angler’s keep net.

Any fish landed must be placed in the angler’s keep net in the water before he is allowed to cast again. The transgression of this stipulation will lead to the fish being released into the water.

When an angler has landed a fish, in other words already in landing net, he may not land a fish with his other rod before the first fish is in his keep net.

Smallmouth Yellow Fish must be placed in a separate keep net.
8. WEIGHABLE FISH

All freshwater fish species caught may be weighed-in provided that such fish comply with the legal limitations (ordinance) of the host province. Fish which do not comply with the stipulations of the ordinance will not be weighed and must be returned without harming the fish.
NB: Yellow fish is excluded here and is subject to the current applicable Ordinance per Province.

The catching of fish is judged valid if a fish is accidentally hooked outside the mouth. The deliberate foul hooking of fish is, however, strictly forbidden. If two anglers hook the same fish in their body, the fish will be released.

No angler will be allowed to bring in any whole fish onto the competition terrain. An angler who has caught a fish during the competition is allowed to cut the fish for bait provided that the fish must comply with the applicable ordinance.

Fish may be caught and placed into a keep net if it complies with the ordinance with regards to length and quantity. If a fish that is too small with regards to the ordinance is found to be in the net, the angler will take it out and release it and the rest of the catch will be weighed. If more than 10 (ten) Smallmouth Yellow Fish is present in an anglers keep net at the weigh in, the penalty would be that the fish exceeding 10 will be put back, starting from the largest. Anglers must ensure that there are always not more than ten (10) Smallmouth Yellow Fish in their net during the competition. If one or more Smallmouth Yellow Fish, whether they are the correct size or not, are placed in an angler’s net with other species of fish - only those Smallmouth Yellow Fish are released and not counted as fish or weight together with the anglers catch. The rest of the species of fish are counted and weighed as normal. Largemouth Yellow Fish must be placed back into the water after catching it and may not be weighed in.

9. WEIGHING OF CATCHES
PROAC and their Hosts will always provide a scale/s.

The scales must be in working order and must weigh to the 3rd decimal (5 grams) or to the 2nd decimal if the scale weighs to the nearest 10 grams.

The scales will be used in zones as allocated during the information meeting.

The scale reading must be visible to the weighing Hosts and the relevant competitors. No person apart from weighing Hosts, the competitors, has the authorization to intervene, verbally or in any other way, for claims regarding weighing.


All anglers must have their nets in the water on their stands and the fish must be able to swim freely underwater. The competitor whose catch is being weighed must preferably be present at the weigh-in to confirm and endorse the weight and quantity of the fish caught and sign the weigh-in sheet on which the catch is recorded. Once the weigh-in procedure is finished, the fish returned to the water and the score sheet signed, no complaint about the weigh-in will be accepted after it has been concluded.


After the first signal is given to indicate the end of the angling period, the holding net will be considered sealed. The fish in the holding net shall not be handled by any person to count or sort the fish. Only a fish that was hooked before the first signal was given and landed afterwards will be allowed to be placed in the holding net. When the lightning rule is imposed and after the signal has been given, all lines can be removed from the water and the competition has ended. If this rule is trespassed the fish will not be weighed.

10. POINTS AWARD

All freshwater fish that are caught and comply with the stipulations of the applicable ordinance will be weighed and points will be awarded to the angler as follows:
· Ten (10) points per fish.

· Ten (10) points per kilogram.


PROVINCIAL ORDONANCES RELATED TO YELLOWFISH

	Province
	Allowed Quantity p/day
	Minimum Length
	Measurement method

	Smallmouth Yellow Fish

	Gauteng
	10
	300mm
	Measured from the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail.

	Northwest
	10
	205mm
	Measured from the tip of the snout to
the fork of the tail.

	Mpumalanga
	10
	300mm
	Measured from the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail.

	Limpopo
	10
	300mm
	Measured from the tip of the snout to
the fork of the tail.

	KZN
	None
	
	

	Free State
	10
	300mm
	Measured from the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail.

	Northern Cape
	10
	  205mm
	Ordinance

	Western Cape
	10
	205mm
	Measured from the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail.

	Eastern Cape
	10
	205mm
	Measured from the tip of the snout to
the fork of the tail.



The angler with the highest catch point is the winner. This will work as per zone, where the winners of each zone will compete for the first place and the system will repeat itself, till every angler is placed from first to last.

If two anglers receive the same catch point the quantity of fish will determine the order of precedence. The angler with the highest quantity of fish will be placed in the higher position.

Anglers without a catch or absent members will receive a zero as competition point.

Each angler participating in a competition will be awarded a BMT percentage or tournament point, depending on where they finished for the day. If an angler does not weigh anything, he will receive a BMT of 0%. BMT-points will be rounded to 3 decimal places.
A BMT percentage is calculated for each angler by the average of his/her 10 best competitions. The more an angler takes part in PROAC events, the more chances an angler gets to throw away his weaker competitions.

The angler’s position on the rankings is determined by his BMT percentage. The angler with the highest BMT percentage will be first in the rankings.

In the case of 2 or more anglers having the same average BMT percentage, the highest ranking will be determined by the highest pool winnings to date.

All PROAC competitions will be taken into consideration for the rankings.

The updated rankings and results will be available as soon as the admin and transfer of money is finalized.

11. ENTRY FEES
The entry fee for all PROAC events will be R 250,00 (two hundred and fifty rand) per angler (excluding water fees) to be allocated as follows:
· R100,00 (one hundred rand) - allocated to the day’s prize money.
· R80,00 (eighty rand) - accumulative prize money for the Final
· R50,00 (fifty rand) – allocated to the Host.
· R20,00 (twenty rand) – allocated to administration cost of the PROAC.
· Once the PROAC App has been fully paid for, the R20 in admin and app fees will drop to R5 per entry, and the R80 jackpot contribution will rise to R95 per entry.
Bookings for all PROAC competitions should be made on the PROAC app.
Entry fees are payable to the relevant host of each competition and the host will supply the said banking details before the competition. All fees must be paid by 12h00 on the Friday before the competition. 
At the start of the year an angler can choose their division for the year. They cannot participate in two divisions.  They will be invited to the chosen division final if they meet the cut-off point for the nominated division. Anglers can change their divisions until the last day of February, but no move is allowed after February.
Senior anglers are 18 to 50 years old.

Master anglers must be 50 to 59 years on the final.

Veteran anglers must be 60 years or older on the final.

Junior anglers must be 18 years or younger on the final.

Junior anglers must be 13 years or younger on the final.
We only have two genders – Male and Female.

Every division will have their own Final. The prize monies will be made up of all the compiled prize monies that every division has accumulated for the year.

12. PRIZE MONEY
The number of anglers will determine the number of prizes and dividing of prize money.

	· 1 – 20 anglers
	=
	3 Prizes

	Division
	=
	45%; 35%; 20%

	· 21 – 50 anglers
	=
	4 Prizes

	Division
	=
	40%; 25%; 20%; 15%;

	
	
	


The winner of the competition will not receive prize money until all outstanding fees are received by PROAC, which will be paid the week after the competition.

13. PEG DRAW AND ZONES
Peg draws will happen with the discretion of the host and can be either done at the venue on the day of the competition or virtually the day before the competition.
A minimum of 7 anglers per event.
The zones for each PROAC competition (excluding the Final) will be as follows:

7 – 13 Anglers:		1 Zone
14 – 20 Anglers:		2 Zones
21 – 27 Anglers:		3 Zones
28 – 34 Anglers:		4 Zones
35 – 41 Anglers:		5 Zones
42 – 48 Anglers:		6 Zones
49 – 55 Anglers:		7 Zones
56 – 62 Anglers:		8 Zones
63 – 69 Anglers:		9 Zones
70 – 76 Anglers:		10 Zones
77 – 83 Anglers:		11 Zones
84 – 90 Anglers:		12 Zones
91 – 97 Anglers:		13 Zones

14. FINAL
The top 50 Senior anglers, top 50 Master anglers, top 30 Veterans, top 40 Ladies and the top 30 Junior anglers on the PROAC Fishing rankings will be invited to participate in the PROAC Final which will take place at the end of the year. The anglers who will compete in the PROAC Final will be determined by considering each angler’s BMT on the PROAC App ranking. 

If there are any withdrawals after the FINAL list of the invited anglers are confirmed and distributed, no vacant positions will be filled.

On the Friday of the PROAC Final, the team finals will take place. This will be open to all teams that want to enter.

All the semi-finals of every division will take place on Saturday. The elimination round on the Saturday for every division as well as the figure of anglers that proceed to the final will be revised yearly, depending on the growth of the respective divisions.

Pro Anglers and Masters: The day's fishing will be split into 2 x four-hour angling sessions, all added into one weigh-in.  An interval of 45 minutes will be allowed for the moving of the pegs.

All other divisions will fish for one eight-hour session.

The Finals for every division will take place on the Sunday. On the Saturday, the top 20 Pro’s anglers, top 20 Masters, Veterans, Ladies and Junior u/19, anglers will advance to partake on the Sunday. If an angler cannot partake on the Sunday, the next angler will have the opportunity to take part in the Final.
The Masters, Veterans, Ladies and Junior pegs will be pegged to the left and right of the Pro’s for Sunday. This will take out the definite role that outside pegs play.

The Pro & Master divisions will move after four hours, 10 pegs to their right.
They will have 45 minutes to move, with the fish that will all be added into one single weigh-in session. 
The Veterans, Ladies and Juniors final will fish one eight-hour session.
Saturday will consist of one eight four-hour competition each for all the Divisions. A zone position point will be allocated on completion of each four-hour competition. The combined point of both competitions will then be utilized to determine the respective zone placements. Hereafter the zone placement will be utilized to determine the final ranking list.

If there arise any problems like severe snags on the Saturday, zones will be accordingly adjusted, depending on the discretion of the Master Official.


Water levels of dams may affect the final. If the water level of the venue booked for the final is very low 1 month before the final, lower than 50%, PROAC will reserve the right to change the dam as well as the venue, even if the venue was fixed months in advance.

15. RESERVATIONS

All bookings to be made on the PROAC app and will only be open until all available spots are filled.
If an angler fails to attend a competition without cancelling their booking or providing any reason, they will be allocated a 0% BMT percentage and forfeit their entry fee on the day.

16. ENFORCEMENT OF RULES

Action taken against anglers who trespasses the rules, lays with any of the Hosts.

By standing adjacent to the offender, an angler may notify the Host of any offence. After hearing the testimony of the complainant, the offender, and other eyewitnesses, the Host will determine whether to take any action. In the event of a severe violation, the PROAC management must be notified to implement additional disciplinary measures.

The Hosts on PROAC competitions must receive official complaints regarding the day's fishing in writing prior to the commencement of the weighing ceremony. After the weigh-in has concluded, the Hosts may receive written complaints regarding the weigh-in. The PROAC appeal will also address these types of complaints. Complaint forms will be provided.

If there is any uncertainty about the interpretation of a rule and the decision of the appeal committee is challenged, then a decisive answer can be requested from the executive committee of PROAC. Their decision will be final.

The content of these rules, as outlined by PROAC, must be thoroughly studied and understood by all anglers and hosts. We will not accept any violation or deviation from these rules as an apology due to ignorance.

In the case of a dispute with regards to fish or when an angler is disqualified (e.g. ignoring lightning rule), the fish must be weighed and documented.

17. BEHAVIOUR

Any other behavior that interferes with the general acceptable moral shall not be tolerated. People that are guilty of such misconduct can for the duration of the competition be banned from the competition terrain.

No loud music is allowed for the duration of the competition.

In serious cases the violation must be reported to the PROAC management for them to take further disciplinary action.











ADDENDUM A
COASTAL DIVISION:
All rules will be the same for the Coastal Division as stated above, except:
1. Minimum PROAC members to compete in any PROAC competition are 5.

2. There will only be one (2) divisions in the Coastal Final for everyone: (1) seniors, masters, (1) ladies and if there is enough juniors.
3. Twenty (20) anglers will be invited to the Coastal Final.

4. Two-men teams to enter Team Classics.
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